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For 3 ex-cops, will blaming Chauvin for riage s death work? 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — With 
Derek Chauvin convict- 
ed of murder in George 
Floyd's death, activists and 
the Floyd family are turn- 
ing their attention to this 
summer's trial for the other 
three officers involved in his 
May 2020 arrest. 

All three have already 
sought to deflect responsi- 
bility fo Chauvin, by far the 
most senior officer on the 
scene. 

Thomas Lane, J. Kueng and 
Tou Thao face trial in Au- 
gust on charges of aiding 
and abetting both second- 
degree murder and sec- 
ond-degree manslaughter. 
Hennepin County Judge 
Peter Cahill ordered that 
they be tried together, but 
separately from Chauvin, 
to reduce the number of 
people in the courtroom 
amid the COVID-19 pan- 


demic. As the three weigh 
their strategies, legal ex- 
perts say they are sure to 
be watching what kind of 
prison time Chauvin gets at 
his June 16 sentencing — as 
much as 30 years, though 
likely less. Minnesota law 
sets the same penalties for 
aiding and abetting mur- 
der or manslaughter as for 
the act Itself. 

They'll also be mindful that 
it took jurors less than 24 
hours to find Chauvin guilty 
on all charges. That could 
ratchet up pressure to Con- 
sider a plea deal. 

"The factual differences 
between Chauvin and 
the other three are what 
should drive this,” said Tom 
Heffelfinger, a former U.S. 
attorney for Minnesota. 
Experts said the best Lane, 
Kueng and Thao can hope 
for is a jury of 12 people 


DYANG 





Koy akek= hy, 


No) al WA oymr-4 O- 


i Deites7-4274510)0) 
WWAVAVVATUAUlor-iKoyet- Nave) nal 


if-KeX=] ofole) exo) aayk-VaUloy-hwetel- WV 
hatsie-\eje-iganexo gale: lauloy-1Kolor-\\, 


COVID: int 
Testing Center 
Rapid PCRiink 
minutes not 


hours 























FILE - This combination of photos provided by the Hennepin County Sheriff's Office in Minnesota on 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020, shows Minneapolis Police Officers Derek Chauvin, from left, J. Alexan- 
der Kueng, Thomas Lane and Tou Thao.(Hennepin County Sheriff's Office via AP, File) 


who think Chauvin was 
guilty but aren't so sure 
about what roles the other 
three played. And they said 
the evidence against the 
three is weaker than the 
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evidence against Chauvin, 
which provides opportuni- 
ties for their attorneys. 

“| would expect the theme 
of all three would be, 
That's a really bad thing 
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that Chauvin did. | didn’t 
like it. I'M not responsible for 
what happened," former 
Ramsey County prosecutor 


Susan Gaertner said. 
Continued on next page 
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Continued from Front 
Prosecutors declined to dis- 
cuss their case. Attorneys 
for Lane and Kueng also 
declined, and Thao’s attor- 
ney did not return a mes- 
sage seeking comment. 
But their past filings and the 
evidence offer clues for 
likely strategies. 

Lane and Kueng can ar- 
gue they were rookies, in 
just their first week as full- 
fledged cops, and felt a 
need to defer to Chauvin 
— their training officer — 
when he pinned Floyd’s 
neck to the ground with his 
knee for nearly 9 1/2 min- 
utes as Floyd shouted re- 
peatedly that he couldnt 
breathe before going sIi- 
lent, then limp. 

“Those two rookies have a 
facially different defense, 
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and a very real factual 
defense, as compared to 
Chauvin,” Heffelfinger said. 
Lane might have the best 
defense. Body camera 
video shows he asked the 
other officers if they should 
turn Floyd on his side — and 
Chauvin said no. 

Local defense attorney 
Joe Friedberg said the evi- 
dence at Chauvin's trial 
showed that Lane was “try- 
ing to use as little force as 
possible” before Chauvin 
arrived and took charge. 
Kueng can be heard re- 
porting to Chauvin at one 
point that he could not find 


Floyd's pulse. 
“They're raising questions 
about what was hap- 


pening and whether they 
should be doing some- 
thing different,” said an- 


Together We'ean make impossible dreams become a real 
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other local defense at- 
torney, Brock Hunter. ‘It's 
not nearly as clear-cut as | 
think the evidence against 
Chauvin was.” But both 
Chauvin and Kueng main- 
tained their restraint, and 
body camera video shows 
Kueng holding up one of 
Floyd's handcuffed hands 
— an action that prosecu- 
tion medical experts testi- 
fied made it even harder 
for Floyd to breathe. 

Thao can argue that it was 
crowd control, keeping an 
agitated group of about 
15 onlookers at a safe dis- 
tance, and that he largely 
had his back to the other 
officers and Floyd. 

“His defense could be, 
‘| was just present and it 
takes more than presence 
to make a crime," Heffelfin- 
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ger said. 

But one of the onlookers 
Thao specifically ordered 
to stand back was Gene- 
vieve Hansen, a Minneap- 
olis firefighter who can be 
heard on video pleading 
repeatedly for officers to 
check Floyd's pulse. Han- 
sen cried on the witness 
stand at Chauvin's trial as 
she described her frustra- 
tion at being prevented 
from coming to Floyd's aid. 
The quick conviction for 
Chauvin spurred soecula- 
tion about plea deals. Hef- 
felfinger said prosecutors 
may be open to that be- 
cause they're aware of the 
potential weaknesses in the 
cases against the three. 
“Prosecutors know this stuff, 
so this is a good time for all 
oarties fo consider settle- 
ment over the next two or 
three months," he said. 
Gaertner said prosecutors 
will feel pressure not to strike 
a plea deal that could be 
seen by activists as letting 
the officers off lightly. But 


4DYANG 


eh. 


a 





she said she hopes they do 
consider deals that would 
avert a trial, particularly 
due to the stress and ex- 
pense of the just-complet- 
ed trial that transformed 
parts of Minneapolis into a 
militarized zone. “Clearly 
these three defendants are 
significantly less culoable 
than Chauvin," she said. 
“And that should be taken 
into account. Another trial 
is going to be very disrup- 
tive, costly and |'m not sure 
that that’s in the best inter- 
ests of the public.” 

But Friedberg said he 
doesn't expect any deals. 
“None of them will ever 
plead guilty,” Friedberg 
predicted. ‘They have 
three really good lawyers 
who are extremely ag- 
gressive lawyers. There’s 
no question in my mind 
they're going to go fo trial 
and they're going to claim 
that they were completely 
unaware of the depths of 
what Derek Chauvin was 
doing.” 


The Aruba Today Newspaper announces that due fo 
the official King’s Day Holiday we will NOT be in circula- 
tion on Tuesday April 27th, 2021. 


We will be back on newsstands everywhere bright and 
early to serve our readers and advertisers first thing in 
the morning on Wednesday April 28th. 


Until then, paint the town Orange and enjoy King’s Day 
on Aruba, from the team at Aruba Today. 


Aruba’s ONLY English Newspaper! 
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Kansas agency's lost ams 4 voces of probing, few answers 


By John Hanna Associated 
Press 

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Some- 
time after a January 2017 
drug bust near Interstate 
70's main exit for Presi- 
dent Dwight Eisenhower's 
boyhood Kansas home, 
$72,000 in cash seized by 
the local sheriff's depart- 
ment disappeared. 

The state has been investi- 
gating the Dickinson Coun- 
ty Sheriff's Department for 
close to four years, with two 
officials saying in a court fil- 
ing this year that a “fear 
of retribution” among de- 
partment employees had 
slowed progress. A three- 
term sheriff lost last year's 
Republican primary deci- 
sively to a former longtime 
officer who told voters the 
department was _ falling 
apart. 

The mystery has unfolded 
amid a national debate 
over whether law enforce- 
ment agencies can foo 
easily seize cash and other 
assets — often without a 
criminal conviction. Inter- 
state 7O has long been 
considered a major drug- 
running corridor. 
Meanwhile, there’s no of- 
ficial explanation for what 
happened to the cash 
seized in Dickinson County. 
“| would like to think that we 
could get some closure on 
that,” said Brad Homman, 
the county administrator. 
Abilene, the county seat 
with 6,400 people, is about 
150 miles west (241 kilome- 
ters) of Kansas City. Eisen- 
hower’s presidential library 
gives the town a hint of 
prairie rectitude, though it 









kingan County 
T laconic ee 
108 & Fest ST 
S Cena aa ce | 


=. 


Carne cc ee 











a a eval j im rane A ry 
Hrs 86g (ie 
Ae hy ert ia pillars 


Bai 28 | Cobar Bn ee aa 


"| STARE 


a 


LJ Leite oa 
arr T 


Ee rene er ro 


TLRS SE SUM UES | ARG PART err 


+ (Sati aco ag TeATtEey ee we ee Lae 


We OF i Pa Bee 


@-0:0+0+0+0'0*0°O*0} 






tala 


os i ye 
67a16 


This Friday, April 23, 2021 photo shows the bottom part of a report filed by a Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation agent on Oct. 10, 2018, about $72,020 in cash missing from the custody of the Dick- 
inson County Sheriff's Department sometime after a January 2017 drug bust. There's still no official 
explanation for what happened to the cash, despite KBI investigations. (AP Photo/John Hanna) 


had a pre-lke past as the 
end of the Chisholm Trail for 
1860s cattle drovers. 

No criminal charges have 
been filed over the missing 
$72,000. The Kansas Bureau 
of Investigation closed an 
inquiry into the former sher- 
iff in October 2019 and the 
missing funds were “fully in- 
vestigated,” spokesperson 
Melissa Underwood said. 
Yet, Underwood also wrote 
in a recent email to The As- 
sociated Press, “We have 
open cases involving Dick- 
inson County Sheriff's Of- 
fice personnel." 

Current Sheriff Jerry Davis 
cited the KBI's inquiries in 
declining to answer most 
questions. The local pros- 
ecutor, Andrea Purvis, 
didn't respond to interview 


requests or emailed ques- 
tions. 

Former Sheriff Gareth Hoff- 
man and his undersheriff 
didn't resoond to social 
media or email messages. 
Possible phone numbers for 
them weren't answered. 


some details emerged 
when a_ lawsuit forced 
KBI Director Kirk Thomp- 


son and General Counsel 
Laura Graham to answer 
questions in writing in late 
February. They were de- 
fending the KBI's refusal to 
release records five months 
after the Abilene Reflector- 
Chronicle's parent compa- 
ny sued for disclosure. 

Thompson and Graham 
said officers wouldn't help 
the KBI if they knew their 
statements would become 


public. “One deputy was 
advised by commanding 
officers that he would be 
fired if he sooke about a 
theft,” the KBI officials said. 
Any picture of what hap- 
pened Is clouded by sep- 
arate allegations in early 
2017 that a lieutenant im- 
properly borrowed $25,760 
over 4 1/2 years, most of It 
from a property room in the 
basement the county aft- 
torney's office building. The 
officer later pleaded guilty 
to felony theft in a case 
that has prompted ques- 
tions about how Hoffman 
ran the department. 

The KBI said that the sher- 
iff's office asked it in late 
May 2017 to investigate 
the $72,000 missing from its 
oroperty room. The sheriff 





has an evidence room in 
the county courthouse. 
Dickinson County Commis- 
sion Chairman Lynn Peter- 
son believes people were 
satisfied then with the sher- 
iff's leadershio and notes 
that it was the sheriff's of- 
fice "that uncovered the 
fact that money was miss- 
ing and started gathering 
information.” 

But in May 2018, nearly a 
year after the sheriff's of- 
fice sought KBI help, Purvis 
asked the state agency 
to Investigate “possible 
evidence destruction and 
interference with law en- 
forcement” by Hoffman or 
his employees. 

Local officials’ requests 
for KBI investigations were 
confirmed in a September 
2020 letter to the Reflector- 
Chronicle's attorney from 
Graham, the KBI's general 


counsel. The letter, now 
public because of the 
open-records lawsuit the 


newspaper filed days later, 
wasn't more specific about 
what Purvis wanted investi- 
gated. 

A KBI agent filed an offense 
report in October 2018 say- 
iNg $72,020 was missing in a 
potential “Theft of property 
or services.’ The report's 
front page — the only page 
typically released in Kansas 
— does not name suspects. 
Graham's letter said the 
KBI soent about 18 months 
investigating the missing 
money and more than a 
year investigating allega- 
tions involving Hoffman 
and his employees. The 
state found “insufficient ev- 
idence” for charges.) 





At least 6 killed in fiery van crash on 
Georgia interstate 


SUWANEE, Ga. (AP) — At 
least six people died and 
several others were hurt in 
an interstate crash in Geor- 
gia that leff a passenger 
van engulfed in flames and 
rolled on its side, police 
said. 

Passersby stopped fo pull 
people from the burning 
vehicle Saturday evening 
along I-85 near the 1-985 
split, Gwinnett County po- 
lice Sgt. Michele Pihera 
said in a news release. The 


area is about 35 miles (56 


kilometers) northeast of 
downtown Atlanta. 

Six people were pro- 
nounced dead aft the 


scene and several others 
were taken to Atlanta-ar- 
ead hospitals for treatment. 
One bystander suffered a 
minor injury but declined to 
be transported, police said. 
It was unclear how many 
people were inside the van 
but police believe all were 
adults. The news release 


said details about the peo- 
ple in the van would be 
announced in the coming 
days. 

Investigators were working 
to determine the cause of 
the crash. 

Information at the scene 
led police to believe an- 
other vehicle may have 
been involved. Witnesses 
were asked fo call the po- 
lice department's accident 
investigation tip line with 
any information.LJ 














This photo provided By the Gwinnett County Police Department 
shows tire marks on the pavement, front, near the scene of a 
deadly crash in Gwinnett County, Ga., Saturday, April 24. 2021. 
Police in Georgia say multiple people died and several others 
were hurt in the interstate crash. Gwinnett County police say 
the crash left a passenger van engulfed in flames and rolled on 
its side Saturday evening. (Gwinnett County Police Department 


via AP) 
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Minority legislators sense moment fo pass ‘bold’ legislation 


By Susan Haigh Associated 
Press 

( AP ) - In July after George 
Floyd was killed in Min- 
neapolis, Black and La- 
tino members of the Con- 
necticut General Assembly 
worked fo enact sweeping 
changes to policing in the 
state, and since, have con- 
tinue to flex their collective 
muscles. 

Vowing that was “just the 
beginning,” the lawmak- 
ers have turned to other 
long-standing issues affect- 
ing Communities of color, 
from insisting any new rec- 
reational marijuana pro- 
gram _ will benefit those 
most harmed by the war 
on drugs, to addressing the 
impact of racism on public 
health disparities that were 
underscored by the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. 

“We pretty much said that 
no bill will pass if it’s not eq- 
uitable to the communities 
of color. We pretty much 
said, ‘That's our mantra,’” 
said Rep. Geraldo Reyes, 
a Democrat and chatr- 
man of the influential Black 
and Puerto Rican Caucus, 
which has a record high 32 
members this year in the 
151-member Connecticut 
General Assembly. 

They led passage of a bill 
in March making It illegal to 
discriminate against some- 
one because of their hair- 
style, with lawmakers recall- 
ing during emotional floor 
debates the indignity they 
and their relatives have ex- 
perienced for wearing their 
natural hair in work places 
or at schools. Democratic 
Gov. Ned Lamont signed it 
into law. 

In state legislatures across 
the country, minority leg- 
islators and their allies are 
seizing on the nation’s reck- 
oning with racial injustice to 
insist equity be considered 
in a range of legislation. 
And many are urging their 
colleagues to be bold. 

“If we don’t do it now, we 
will never get if done,” said 
Connecticut state Sen. 
Doug McCrory of Hart- 
ford, a Black legislator who 
called for an end to “Novo- 
cain” legislation: numbing, 
incremental bills that don't 
make major improvements 
for people of color regard- 
ing housing, economic op- 





| | REP. ROJAS. 


Connecticut House Majority Leader Jason Rojas, D-East Hartford, right, speaks with State Rep. Toni 
Walker, D-New Haven, left, during session at the State Capitol in Hartford, Conn., on Monday, April 
19, 2021. In July 2020 after George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis, Black and Latino members of 
the Connecticut General Assembly worked to enact sweeping changes fo policing in the state, 
and since, have continue to flex their collective muscles. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill) 


portunity, education and 
more. 

A similar sentiment was 
echoed In California, 
where the first Black law- 
makers to lead that Legis- 
lature's two public safety 
committees promised to 
bring “radical change” to 
improve the treatment of 
Black and Latino people by 
law enforcement. 

“We can now focus like a 
laser fo make sure that our 
communities are not con- 
tinuing to be oppressed,” 
said Assemblyman Reggie 
Jones-Sawyer, a Democrat 
from Los Angeles. 

The push comes as legisla- 
tors of color are growing in 
numbers and political clout 
in some states, giving them 
Qa greater ability to ad- 
vance such ambitious leg- 
islation that’s being urged 
by their constituents. 

In recent testimony, Vanes- 
sa Monique Liles of Bridge- 
port, Connecticut's largest 
city, pressed state law- 
makers to pass legislation 
declaring racism a public 
health crisis and creating 
a new state commission 
on racial equity and public 
health. 

“As a Black woman, | per- 
sonally experience the ef- 
fect of systemic racism, dai- 
ly, but for the low-income 
public housing community, 
it is greater because there 
are multiole systems that 
weigh-in on their lives,” she 


sald. 

Liles is part of a grassroots 
group of public housing 
residents residents who she 
said lives in “environmen- 
tally damaged” areas with 
poor clinics and schools 
“because of this cyclical 
oppression resulting from 
racism.” 

In Connecticut, there are 
more racial minorities in 
legislative leadership posi- 
tions than anytime in recent 
memory, including House 
Majority Leader Jason Ro- 
jas, the first Hispanic person 
to hold one of the top jobs. 
According to the National 
Association of Latino Elect- 
ed and Appointed Officials 
or NALEO, the number of 
Latino state legislators has 
grown nationally from 197 
members in 2001 to 332 in 
2021. NALEO also identified 
Latino lawmakers holding 
top legislative leadership 
positions in nine — states. 
Meanwhile, there are cur- 
rently 752 Black lawmakers 
in state and U.S. territory 
legislatures, according to 
the National Black Caucus 
of State Legislators. 
Legislators in other states 
including Minnesota, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania say they 
too are sensing an oppor- 
tunity to advance equi- 
ty-related proposals that 
have stalled in the past. 
Minnesota State Rep. Fue 
Lee, a Hmong-American 
Democrat who represents 


part of Minneapolis, the 
city where Floyd was killed, 
said his legislature would 
not have been able to 
pass wide-ranging police 
reforms last year, including 
a ban on chokeholds in all 
but extreme circumstanc- 
es, without the efforts of the 
People of Color and Indig- 
enous (POCI) Caucus. 

“We are looking at the 
public investment that 
we're making and some 
of the policies through a 
racial equity lens fo ensure 
that whatever money or 
whatever legislative policy 
that’s coming through the 
legislature, it needs to con- 
sider the racial equity im- 
oact that it’s going to have 
on the rest of Minnesotans,” 
said Lee, who chairs the 
State Capital Investment 
Committee that oversees a 
budget of about $1 billion. 
Even as Black, Latino and 
Asian lawmakers move 
into leadership positions in 
Democratic leaning states, 
some politically red states 
are considering bills that 
may limit voting participa- 
tion. 

In Georgia, where Republi- 
cans control the legislature, 
Democratic lawmakers of 
color failed to stop the pas- 
sage of a contentious elec- 
tion law that adds a photo 
ID requirement for voting 
absentee by mail and cuts 
the amount of time people 
have to request an absen- 


tee ballot, among other 
provisions. It's part of a tide 
of GOP-sponsored elec- 
tion bills introduced in leg- 
iskatures across the country 
after Republican former 
President Donald Trump 
falsely claimed there was 
widespread election fraud. 
While Republicans in Geor- 
gia have argued the law is 
needed to restore voters’ 
confidence, critics have 
said it will make it harder for 
people to vote, particularly 
Black and other minority 
voters. 

Democratic state Senate 
Minority Leader Gloria But- 
ler said the new law over- 
shadowed legislative ac- 
complishments made in 
2021, such as the repeal of 
the Georgia's citizen’s ar- 
rest law. The bill passed a 
little more than a year after 
the fatal shooting of a Black 
man, Anmaud Arbery, who 
was pursued and killed by 
white men who said they 
suspected him of a crime. 
“It's hard not to feel that 
with this excellent progress, 
that we are not taking one 
step forward and two steps 
back,” Butler said on the 
closing day of the legisla- 
tive session last month. 
Arturo Vargas, CEO of the 
NALEO Education’ Fund, 
said he believes the vot- 
ing legislation that passed 
in Georgia and similar pro- 
posals considered in other 
Republican-leaning states 
reflect an attempt to curb 
the growing influence of 
minority state lawmakers. 
“Atsome point, there will be 
more Latinos and Latinas 
and African Americans in 
leadership roles, and | think 
what the status quo wants 
to do Is fo delay If as much 
as possible," he said. "And 
that is exactly, in my view, 
the point of some of these 
changes in voting prac- 
tices that legislatures are 
doing around the country.” 
Not all state lawmakers of 
color support these efforts 
to promote racial equity 
through state laws. In Con- 
necticut, Republican Rep. 
Kimberly Fiorello, who is of 
Asian descent, recently 
questioned language that 
referred to addressing ra- 
cial and gender disparities 
in a bill legalizing the adult 
use of cannabis.) 
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By Sheikh Saaliq and Aijaz 
Hussain Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — With life- 
saving oxygen in short sup- 
ply, family members in In- 
dia are left on their own to 
ferry coronavirus patients 
from hospital to hospital 
in search of treatment as 
the country is engulfed in 
a devastating new surge 
of infections. Too often their 
efforts end in mourning. 
The stories are told in social 
media posts and television 
footage, showing desper- 
ate relatives pleading for 
oxygen outside hospitals 
or weeping in the street for 
loved ones who died wait- 
ing for treatment. 

One woman mourned 
the death of her younger 
brother, aged 50. He was 
turned away by two hospi- 
tals and died waiting to be 
seen at a third, gasping af- 
ter his oxygen tank ran out 
and no replacements were 
to be had. 

She blamed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s govern- 
ment for the crisis. 

“He has lit funeral pyres in 
every house,’’ she cried 
in a video shot by India’s 
weekly magazine The Car- 
avan. 

For the fourth straight day, 
India on Sunday set a glob- 
al daily record of new coro- 
navirus infections, spurred 
by an insidious new variant 
that emerged here. The 
surge has undermined the 
government's premature 
claims of victory over the 
pandemic. 

The 349,691 confirmed in- 
fections over the past day 
brought India’s total to 
more than 16.9 million cas- 
es, behind only the United 
States. The Health Minis- 
try reported another 2,767 
deaths in the past 24 hours, 
pushing India’s fatalities to 
IZ 

Experts say this toll could 
be a huge undercount, as 
suspected cases are not 
included, and many CO- 
VID-19 deaths are being at- 
tributed to underlying con- 
ditions. 

The unfolding crisis is most 
visceral in India's over- 
whelmed graveyards 
and crematoriums, and in 
heartbreaking images of 
gasping patients dying on 
their way to hospitals due 
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A relative of a person who died of COVID-19 breaks down during cremation in Jammu, India, 
Sunday, April 25, 2021. India’s crematoriums and burial grounds are being overwhelmed by the 
devastating new surge of infections tearing through the populous couniry with terrifying speed, 
depleting the supply of life-saving oxygen to critical levels and leaving patients to die while wait- 
ing in line to see doctors. (AP Photo/Channi Anand) 


to lack of oxygen. 

Burial grounds in the capi- 
tal New Delhi are running 
out of space. Bright, glow- 
ing funeral pyres light up 
the night sky in other badly 
hit cities. 

In the central city of Bhopal, 
some crematoriums have 
increased their capac- 
ity from dozens of pyres to 
more than 50. Yet officials 
say there are still hours-long 
walts. 

At the city’s Bhadbhada 
Vishram Ghat cremato- 
rium, workers said they 
cremated more than 110 
people on Saturday, even 
as government figures in 
the entire city of 1.8 million 
pout the total number of vi- 
rus deaths at just 10. 

“The virus is swallowing our 
city’s people like a mon- 
ster,” said Mamftesh Shar- 
ma, an official at the site. 
The unprecedented rush of 
bodies has forced the cre- 
matorium to skip individual 
ceremonies and exhaus- 
tive rituals that Hindus be- 
lieve release the soul from 
the cycle of rebirth. 

“We are just burning bodies 
as they arrive,” said Shar- 
ma. “It is as if we are in the 
middle of a war.” 

The head gravedigger at 
New Delhi's largest Mus- 
lim cemetery, where 1,000 
people have been buried 
during the pandemic, said 
more bodies are arriving 
now than last year. “Il fear 


we will run out of space 
very soon,” said Moham- 
mad Shameem. 

The situation is equally grim 
at unbearably full hospitals, 
where desperate people 
are dying in line, sometimes 
on the roads outside, wait- 
ing to see doctors. 

Health officials are scram- 
bling to expand critical 
care units and stock up 
on dwindling supplies of 
oxygen. Hospitals and pa- 
tients alike are struggling 
tO procure scarce medical 
equioment that is being 
sold on the black market at 
an exponential markup. 
The drama is in direct con- 
trast with government 
claims that “nobody in the 
country was left without 
oxygen,” in a statement 
made Saturday by India’s 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta before Delhi High 
Court. 

The breakdown Is a stark 
failure for a country whose 
orime minister only in Jan- 
uary had declared vic- 
tory over COVID-19, and 
which boasted of being 
the “world’s pharmacy,” 
a global producer of vac- 
cines and a model for oth- 
er developing nations. 
Caught off-guard by the 
latest deadly spike, the fed- 
eral government has asked 
industrialists to increase the 
production of oxygen and 
other life-saving drugs in 
short supply. But health ex- 


perts say India had an en- 
tire year to prepare for the 
inevitable — and It didn’t. 
Dr. Krutika Kuppalli, assistant 
professor of medicine in the 
division of infectious diseas- 
es at the Medical University 
of South Carolina, said the 
government should have 
used the last year, when 
the virus was more under 
control, to stockpile medi- 
cines and develop systems 
to confront the likelinood of 
a new surge. 

“Most importantly, they 
should have looked at 
what was going on in oth- 
er parts of the world and 
Understood that it was a 
matter of time before they 
would be in a similar situa- 
tion,’’ Kuppalli said. 
Instead, the government's 
oremature declarations of 
victory over the pandemic 
created a “false narrative,” 
which encouraged people 
to relax health measures 
when they should have 
continued strict adherence 
to physical distancing, 
wearing masks and avoid- 
ing large crowds. 

Modi is facing mounting 
criticism for allowing Hindu 
festivals and attending 
mammoth election rallies 
that experts suspect accel- 
erated the spread of infec- 
tions. At one such rally on 
April 17, Modi expressed his 
delight at the huge crowd, 
even as experts warned 
that a deadly surge was in- 


evitable with India already 
counting 250,000 new daily 
cases. 

Now, with the death foll 
mounting, his Hindu nation- 
alist government Is trying to 
quell critical voices. 

On Saturday, Twitter com- 
plied with the govern- 
ment’s request and pre- 
vented people in India 
from viewing more than 
50 tweets that appeared 
to criticize the administra- 
tion’s handling of the pan- 
demic. The targeted posts 
include tweets from op- 
position ministers critical of 
Modi, journalists and ordi- 
nary Indians. 

A Twitter sookesperson said 
it had powers to “withhold 
access to the content in 
India only” if the company 
determined the content to 
be “illegal in a particular 
jurisdiction.” The company 
said it had resoonded to an 
order by the government 
and notified people whose 
tweets were withheld. 
India’s Information Tech- 
nology Ministry did not 
resoond to a request for 
comment. 

Even with the targeted 


blocks, horrific scenes of 
overwhelmed hospitals 
and cremation grounds 


soread on Twitter and drew 
appeals of help. 

White House National Se- 
curity Advisor Jake Sullivan 
on Sunday said the Unit- 
ed States is “deeply con- 
cerned” by the severe CO- 
VID-19 outbreak in India. 
“We are working around 
the clock to deploy more 
supplies and support to our 
friends and partners in In- 
dia as they bravely battle 


this pandemic,” Sullivan 
tweeted. 
Helo and support also 


appeared to arrive from 
archrival Pakistan, with 
politicians, journalists and 
citizens in the neighboring 
country expressing support 
for people in India. Paki- 
stan’s Foreign Affairs Min- 
istry said it offered to pro- 
vide relief support including 
ventilators, oxygen supply 
kits, digital X-ray machines, 
PPE and related items. 

“Humanitarian issues re- 
quire responses beyond 
political consideration,” 
Foreign Minister = Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi said.) 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
death toll from a massive 
fire at a Baghdad hospi- 
tal for coronavirus patients 
rose to 82 Sunday as anx- 
ious families searched for 
missing relatives and the 
government suspended 
key health officials for al- 
leged negligence. 

The flames, described by 
one witness as “volcanoes 
of fire,” swept through 
the intensive care unit of 
the lbn al-Khatiob Hospital, 
which tends exclusively to 
COVID-19 patients with se- 
vere symptoms. Officials 
said the blaze, which also 
injured 110 people, was set 
off by an exploding oxygen 
cylinder. 

Nurse Maher Ahmed was 
called to the scene late 
Saturday to help evacuate 
patients. 

“| could not have imag- 
ined it would be a massive 
blaze like that,” he said. 
The flames overwhelmed 
the hospital's second floor 
isolation hall within three to 
four minutes of the oxygen 
cylinder exploding, he said. 
“Volcanoes of fire.” 

Most of those killed suf- 
fered severe burns, he said. 
Others were overcome by 
smoke, unwilling to leave 
behind relatives hooked up 





cast 


Mourners pray near the coffins of coronavirus patients who were killed in a hospital fire, during 
their funeral at the Imam Ali shrine in Najaf, Iraq, Sunday, April 25, 2021. lraq’s Interior Ministry said 
Sunday that over 80 people died and over 100 were injured in a catastrophic fire that broke out in 
the intensive care unit of a Baghdad hospital tending to severe coronavirus patients in the early 
morning Sunday. (AP Photo/Anmar Khalil) 


to ventilators. Anmed said 
the patients could not be 
moved. “They would have 
minutes To live without oxy- 
gen.” 

He said he and _ others 
watched helplessly as 
one patient struggled to 
breathe amid the smoke. 
Widespread negligence 
on the part of health offi- 


cials is to blame for the fire, 
lraqg’s prime minister, Mus- 
tafa al-Kadhimi, said Sun- 
day. Following a special 
cabinet meeting to discuss 
the blaze, the government 
susoended key officials, in- 
cluding the health minister 
and the governor of Bagh- 
dad province. Other offi- 
cials, including the hospital 


director, were dismissed 
from their posts. 

It took firefighters and civil 
defense teams until ear- 
ly Sunday to put out the 
flames. 

Among the dead were at 
least 28 patients on ventila- 
tors, tweeted Ali al-Bayati, 
a sookesman of the coun- 
try's Independent Human 
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Rights Commission, a semi- 
official body. 

Paramedics carried the 
bodies, many burned be- 
yond recognition, to al- 
Zafaraniya Hospital, where 
Ahmed said _ forensics 
teams will attempt to iden- 
tify them by matching DNA 
samples to relatives. 

By midday Sunday, rela- 
tives were still searching 
anxiously for loved ones. 
“Please, two of my relatives 
are missing. ... | am going 
to die (without news about 
them),” posted a young 
woman on social media af- 
ter a fruitless search for her 
family members. “| hope 
someone can help us find 
Sadi Abdul Kareem and 
Samir Abdul Kareem, they 
were in the ICU.” 

Roky Kareem, 30, was look- 
ing frantically for his friend 
Rivam Rahman, a pharma- 
cist, who was visiting her 
mother at the hospital. Ri- 
yam's mother, Basima was 
admitted to lbh al-Khatib 
45 days ago with compli- 
cations from COVID-19. 

“All we know is they were 
in the room next to where 
the fire started,” he said. 
“Her phone is switched off, 
and her family has gone to 
every hospital trying to find 
them.’L) 





Pope: Migrants begged for help at sea, shamefully ignored 





Pope Francis delivers his blessing as he recites the moana Coeli 
noon prayer from the window of his studio overlooking St.Peter's 
Square, at the Vatican, Sunday, April 25, 2021. (AP Photo/An- 


drew Medichini) 


By Frances D'emilio Associ- 
ated Press 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis on Sunday decried 
as shameful the deaths of 
130 migrants in the Mediter- 
ranean, saying they plead- 
ed for two days for help for 
their overcrowded, foun- 


dering rubber dinghy in the 
sea off Libya but potential 
rescuers choose “to look 
the other way.' 

Francis called the sea trag- 
edy last week “aq moment 
of shame.” 

The migrants had made a 
call for helo on Wednes- 


day. On Thursday, when a 
humanitarian rescue boat 
and a merchant ship sailing 
in very rough waters arrived 
at the scene, the deflating 
dinghy had partially sunk, 
several bodies were seen in 
the water and no survivors 
were found. Rescue cen- 
ters in Libya, Malta and Italy 
had been alerted, accord- 
ing to the European Union 
border protection agency 
Frontex, whose plane had 
located the dinghy. 

| confess to you | am very 
pained by the tragedy that 
once again played out in 
the last days in the Medi- 
terranean, the pope told 
people in St. Peter's Square 
who gathered to hear his 
traditional Sunday noon re- 
marks. 

“One hundred and thirty mi- 
grants died in the sea. They 
are persons, human lives, 
who for two entire days im- 


plored in vain for help, help 
that didn't arrive," Francis 
said. 

“Let us pray for these broth- 
ers and sisters, let Us interro- 
gate all of ourselves about 
this latest tragedy," the 
pope said. “It is a moment 
of shame.” 

"Let us pray also for those 
who can help but who pre- 
fer to look the other way," 
the pope added. 

SOS Mediterranee, a hvu- 
manitarian group whose 
rescue shio Ocean VI- 
king sailed toward the dis- 
tressed dinghy amid strong 
winds and high waves, said 
a Libyan coast guard ves- 
sel was supposed to arrive 
at the scene but never did. 
Libyan coast guard officials 
have said bad weather 
and the need to help other 
migrants in distress off the 
coast of the North African 
country meant it couldn't 


reach the dinghy in time. 
Human traffickers based in 
Libya continuously launch 
unseaworthy dinghies and 
small fishing boats filled 
with migrants hoping to 
reach European shores for 
a better life. 

A few hours after the pope's 
denunciation, the Italian 
coast guard said with a 
helo of a container ship it 
aided an ailing motorized 
fishing boat filled with mi- 
grants that was struggling 
in towering waves and stiff 
winds. 

The vessel, which had at 
least 100 people aboard in- 
cluding children, was spot- 
ted Saturday, it said. After 
the boat's motor quit work- 
ing If was aft risk of overturn- 
ing in the waves. Coast 
guard motorboats towed 
it and it arrived Sunday at 
a port in Calabria, southern 
Italy.) 
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By Llazar Semini Associated 
Press 

TIRANA, Albania (AP) — AI- 
banians voted Sunday in 
Qa parliamentary election 
amid the pandemic, oppo- 
sition allegations of official 
corruption and a bitter ri- 
valry between the country's 
two largest political parties. 
Some 3.6 million eligible 
voters, including Albanians 
overseas, were electing 140 
lawmakers among 1,841 
candidates from 17 po- 
litical parties or coalitions, 
along with some running 
independently. No early or 
postal voting was allowed 
and people infected with 
COVID-19 cannot vote. 
Following the approval of 
electoral reforms last year, 
a new voters’ electronic 
identification, a partial de- 
politicizing of the electoral 
commission and a pilot 
project on full digitalization 
of the voting and count- 
ing process are being ap- 
olied. The hope Is that post- 
communist Albania’s 10th 
parliamentary election will 
be free and fair. To date, 
voting always has been 
marred by irregularities. 
Preliminary turnout at 2 
p.m. was 35.7%. 

Albania, a NATO mem- 
ber since 2009, is looking 
forward to launching full 
membership negotiations 
with the European Union 
later this year and Sunday's 
vote is considered a key 
milestone on that path. 
Prime Minister Edi Rama of 
the governing Socialists, 
who are seeking their third 
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Albanians hold parliamentary vote amid wide political divide 
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An Albanian woman's finger is scanned during parliamentary elections in capital Tirana, Albania 
on Sunday, April 25, 2021. Albanian voters have started casting ballots in parliamentary elections 
on Sunday amid the virus pandemic and a bitter political rivalry between the country's two largest 
political parties. (AP Photo/Visar Kryeziu) 


consecutive mandate, 
wants to boost Albanian ef- 
forts in tourism, energy, agri- 
culture and digital projects. 
Pre-election polls showed 
Rama's left-wing Socialist 
Party likely to place first. 

Yet Lulzim Basha of the op- 
position Democratic Party 
accuses the government 
of corruption and _ links 
to organized crime, and 
pledges lower taxes, higher 
salaries and more. social 
support. Confrontations 
between supporters of the 
two main parties culminat- 
ed Wednesday in central 
Elbasan city, where a lead- 
ing activist of the Socialist 
Party died. Police said the 
victim was shot, allegedly 
by a member of the op- 


Lebanon thwarts attempt 
to smuggle 69 Syrians to 


Cyprus 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanese 
troops aborted early Sun- 
day an attempt to smuggle 
dozens of Syrian migrants to 
the Mediterranean island 
of Cyprus, the military said. 
The attempt to smuggle 
69 Syrian citizens comes as 
Lebanon is witnessing a se- 
vere economic and finan- 
cial crisis that has thrown 
more people into poverty. 

There have been attempts 
over the past year to smug- 
gle migrants to European 


Union member Cyprus 
during which some of the 
migrants were killed. The 
Mediterranean island and 
Lebanon have an agree- 
ment to curb the arrival of 
boats loaded with migrants 
from reaching Cyprus. 

The Lebanese army said in 
a statement that soldiers 
and members of the army 
intelligence thwarted the 
attempt in the northern dis- 
trict of Arida near the bor- 
der with Syria. L) 


position Democratic Party, 
during an argument. 

Though officially = impar- 
tial, President llir Meta has 
turned into a strong gov- 
ernment opponent, accus- 
ing Rama of concentrating 
all legislative, administra- 
tive and judicial powers in 
his hands and running a 
“kleptocratic regime” that 
has bungled pandemic 


es : 


resoonse and delayed the 
country’s EU integration. 

There were some glitches 
Sunday. The electronic 
identification machines did 
not operate in 142 out of 
5,199 polling stations after 
no operators to work them 
were found in those remote 
areas, according fo llirjan 
Celibashi, head of the Cen- 
tral Election Commission. 








An Albanian man was ar- 
rested after photographing 
the ballot, something not 
allowed by law. 

Political leaders called on 
oeople to vote as they cast 
their own ballots. Kosovar 
Prime Minister Albin Kurti, 
also an Albanian citizen, 
voted, too. 

“For the Constitution, for 
the republic, for democra- 
cy, for Albania in Europe,” 
said Meta. Scores of for- 
eign observers from the Or- 
ganization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and 
Western embassies were 
monitoring the vote. 

“We hope that every Al- 
banian citizen goes and 
votes, free of fear, free of 
interference,” said U.S. Am- 
bassador Yuri Kim at a poll- 
ing station in northern Shko- 
dra. “This is your day.” 
Albania has seen a. sig- 
nificant fall in daily coro- 
navirus cases in the past 
week despite political ral- 
lies being held around the 
country. More than 400,000 
people have received a 
vaccine jab. An overnight 
curfew has been enforced 
with restrictions on gather- 
ings and mandatory mask- 
wearing.L) 
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers: 
Just introduced a game changer: Rapid PCR, 
minutes not hours to get your results. 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Center is your best option for the post vacation CO- 
VID-19 test which is now required by the U.S. before 
returning home. All passengers going to the United 
States, including U.S. citizens, are required to have a 
negative (antigen or PCR) COVID-19 test result of a 
test taken maximum three days prior to boarding the 
flight, or documentation of recovery from COVID-19. 
MedCare’s testing centers in and close to the hotels 
provide you with an easy and secure solution. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that is spe- 
cialized in urgent care for tourists and that has been ap- 
pointed as the national COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and 
Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service modern medical 
laboratory with state-of-the-art equioment, have part- 
nered up to provide fast and reliable COVID-19 testing 
to all. Laboratorio di Servicio is ISO-15189:2012 accredited 
by the Dutch Council for Accreditation (M317). 


Rapid PCR 

As Aruba resumes to receive more and more visitors each 
month, one thing has become very clear: testing is criti- 
cal. Thus far Medcare Clinic has been offering high-vol- 
ume laboratory testing with results in 24 hours or less. The 
newest service on the market is Rapid PCR, where you 
receive your results in minutes not hours. 


Just steps away from you 

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are located aft the 
Cove Mall and at the Courtyard Aruba Resort at the mill, 
two locations at a stone's throw from your resort, Con- 
dominium, or other vacation accommodation.. Walk-ins 
are welcome. It is recommended that the tests are done 
timely, as the negative fest is only accepted if taken up to 
three days before boarding your flight. MedCare Fit2Fly 
Testing Center at the Cove Mall is opposite the Holiday 
Inn and Is open every day for walk-ins from 8am through 
100m. MedCare’s other location is situated at The Court- 
yard Aruba Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel 
and is open every day from 8:30am until 12:300m. 








At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup Testing Centers on site. The 
hotels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, 
Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, 
Renaissance, and the Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your front desk for more infor- 
mation on our Testing Centers at these properties. 
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Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an Antigen Test or a 
nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the reverse transcription polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR). The price for the Antigen Test is only $50, and the PCR Test is avail- 
able, for $125, The new rapid PCR will be $150 (results in 30 minutes.) MedCare offers the 
easier and substantially cheaper Antigen Test that is acceptable for travel to the U.S. as 
per the CDC guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered by the Aruban visitor insurance. 
Please contact your insurance company to verify If testing costs are insured. Results are 
e-mailed to you within 24 hours of testing. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private testing at your accommodation/ho- 
tel room for a one-time service fee of $120. This fee covers testing Up to 10 people (one 
appointment, at one location and a specific time). Additional persons will be charged 
$10 per person. LJ 


To book your test in advance, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 

For more information on MedCare Testing Centers: 
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 
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Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas 


SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 miles 
southeast from Oranjestad you 
will enter the city San Nicolas, also 
known as Sunrise City or Chocolate 
City. A city that is rich in authen- 
tic culture and island charm. San 
Nicolas is Aruba’s second largest 
city and was once a bustling com- 
pany town dominated by the oil in- 
dustry since the early 1930's. 


Over the course of four decades, 
its demographics had changed 
immensely due to a stream of Afro- 
Caribbean and South American 
workers who came fo fill the jobs in 
the oil refinery between the 1920's 
until the 1960's. To this day traces 
of the multicultural influences in 
culinary offerings and customs, 
housing and population are clear- 
ly visible in San Nicolas - more than 
anywhere else on the island. 


Flow of history 

if you are looking for history San 
Nicolas has it. Here you will find 
three amazing museums, The Mu- 
seum of Industry, the Community 
Museum and the Carnival Eupho- 
ria, all within walking distance from 
one another. 

The Museum of Industry is situated 
in the Water Tower in San Nico- 
las and narrates Aruba's industrial 
history which began in the 19th 
century. Here you will learn about 
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil and the 
tourism industries which made San 
Nicolas once a bustling business 
center. Experience the touching 
stories of those who were part of 
this history. 

Nicolaas Store builf in 1940 and 
renovated in 2014 is the home of 





the Community Museum. The col- 
lection is remarkable and spans 
millennia. Ancient fossils stand next 
to tableaus of an authentically 
recreated colonial kitchen and 
bedroom and 19th-century bar- 
bershop, just to name a few of the 
items of old-time Aruba that has 
been preserved. A collection of 
artifacts and other objects of artis- 
tic, cultural, historical, or scientific 
importance can be found here for 
the purpose of education or enjoy- 
ment. 


The new San Nicolas 

In the shadow of the refinery, an 
art capital is quietly beginning to 
grow. This is the new San Nicolas, 
a place that is starting to become 
Qa magnet for all that is young, 
cool and hip in Aruba. Indeed, 
San Nicolas has all of the ingredi- 
ents of an emerging cultural hub 
— varied history, interesting archi- 
tecture, and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, an urban layout that makes 
it walkable. As you walk around, 
the streets are silent but the walls 
are loud, filled with bright, color- 
ful murals painted by a collection 
of artists from around the world. 
Thanks to the efforts of various art 
organizations in Aruba, such as Art 
Rules Aruba and Aruba Art Fair, 
San Nicolas has had quite the aes- 
thetic makeover with regards to 
vibrant street art. Each year more 
and more stunning murals are re- 
placing broken down. buildings 
with colorful art pieces that keep 
brightening up SunriseCity. 


Must See, Do, Buy & Eat 

A little bit of everything can be 
found in the main street. Stores 
selling shoes, clothing, jewelry you 
name it. Arts & crafts by Cosecha 
store & Creative Center, a design 
store in which you can immerse 
yourself in discovering genuine 
and locally made arts and crafts 
which reflect the diversification of 
the Aruban craft heritage and the 
artistic supply of artisans. Don’t miss 
out on trying the exquisite food of- 
fered by the cafes and restaurants 
or just enjoy a peaceful walk ad- 
miring the murals, mosaic benches 
and all the history San Nicolas has 
to offer.L) 
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Celebrating our king, His Majesty King Willem-Alexander 


ORANJESTAD - In case you happen to be 
on vacation in Aruba, tomorrow Tuesday 
April 27, is a national holiday in which we 
are celebrating King’s day. It’s the day 
where the Aruban people show their love 
for their King Willem-Alexander. His birth- 
day is usually celebrated in Aruba with 
lots of festivities, but just as same as last 
year, due to the Covid-19 virus this will not 
be the same again this year. However, 
restaurants will be having specials for this 
special occasion and you will also be able 
to see a lot of the color orange, referring to 
the color of the Dutch Royal Family, which 
hails from the House of Orange. 


The colors of the official Dutch flag are 
red, white, and blue. On royal birthdays, 
the Dutch tricolor is flown with an orange 
pennant above if. Each year on April 
27, Amsterdam — and indeed the en- 
tire county — turns orange and because 
Aruba is part of the Dutch Kingdom, we 
celebrate along. Aruba is one of the four 
countries that make up the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands: The Netherlands, Aruba, 
Sint Maarten and Curacao. 








Willem-Alexander 

His Majesty King Willem-Alexander was 
born on 27 April 1967. Willem-Alexander is 
the firstborn of Princess Beatrix and Prince 
Claus. His brothers Prince Friso (1968-2013) 
and Prince Constantijn (1969) followed 
soon. He was first in the line of succession 
since his mother’s accession to the throne 
on April 30, 1980, he also bore the title of 
prince of Orange. Willem-Alexander mar- 
ried Argentine-born Maxima Zorreguieta 
(thereafter Princess Maxima) in Amster- 
dam. The world witnessed the fairytale 
wedding of Prince Willem Alexander and 





Maxima Zorreguieta ¢ on recor 2nd, 2002. On April 30, 
2013, Beatrix stepped down, and Willem-Alexander was 
inaugurated as king of the Netherlands. The couple has 
three daughters: Catharina-Amalia, Princess of Orange 
and first in line to the throne, Princess Alexia of the Neth- 
erlands and Princess Ariane of the Netherlands. In his role 
as the King, he is the Head of State or in other words the 
inviolable part of the government. He performs govern- 
ment-related tasks, like signing acts, receiving oaths from 
government officials, and ceremonial tasks. This may in- 
volve receiving heads of state and paying state visits, at- 
tending jubilee events of important social institutions, or 
visiting and supporting the victims of national disasters. 
King Willem-Alexander is the head of state of Aruba and 
the governor represents the monarch in Aruba.) 


King’s day Facts: 

e The royal celebrations were first held on 31 
August 1885, in honour of the birth of Queen 
Wilhelmina 

e The average person spends €26 on orange 
outfits or souvenirs for King’s Day 

e There’s a whopping 600% increase in tom- 

pouce sales on King’s Day compared to any 

other day 

Willem-Alexander is the first male monarch of 

the Netherlands in 123 years 
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The big Pentagon internet mystery n now partially solved 


BOSTON (AP) — A very 
strange thing happened 
on the internet the day 
President Joe Biden was 
sworn in. A shadowy com- 
pany residing at a shared 
workspace above a Florida 
bank announced to the 
world's computer networks 
that if was now manag- 
ing a colossal, previously 
idle chunk of the internet 
owned by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Defense. 

That real estate has since 
more than quadrupled to 
175 million addresses — 
about 1/25th the size of the 
current internet. 

"It is massive. That is the 
biggest thing in the history 
of the internet,” said Doug 
Madory, director of internet 
analysis at Kentik, a net- 
work operating Company. 
It's also more than twice 
the size of the internet 
space actually used by the 
Pentagon. 

After weeks of wonder by 
the networking community, 
the Pentagon has now pro- 
vided a very terse explana- 
tion for what it’s doing. But 
it has not answered many 
basic questions, beginning 
with why it chose to entrust 
management of the ad- 
dress soace to a company 
that seems not to have ex- 
isted until September. 

The military hopes to “as- 
sess, evaluate and prevent 
Unauthorized use of DoD 
IP address space,” said a 
statement issued Friday by 
Brett Goldstein, chief of the 
Pentagon's Defense Digital 
Service, which is running 
the project. If also hopes to 
“identify potential vulner- 
abilities” as part of efforts 
to defend against cyber- 
intrusions by global adver- 
saries, who are consistently 
infiltrating U.S. networks, 
sometimes operating from 


Unused internet address 
blocks. 
The statement did not 


specify whether the “pilot 
project” would involve out- 
side contractors. 

The Pentagon periodically 
contends with unauthor- 
ized squatting on its soace, 
in part because there has 
been a shortage of first- 
generation internet ad- 
dresses since 2011; they 
now sell at auction for up- 
wards of $25 each. 





FILE - This March 27, 2008, file photo, shows the Pentagon in Washington. After weeks of wonder 
by the networking community, the Pentagon has now provided a very terse explanation for why 
it hired a shadowy company residing at a shared workspace above a Florida bank to manage 
a colossal, previously idle chunk of the internet that it owns. Many basic questions remain unan- 
swered, beginning with why it chose for the task a company that seems not to have existed until 
September. The company, Global Resource Systems, has not responded to attempts by The As- 
sociated Press to seek comment. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File) 


Madory said advertising the 
address space will make it 
easier to chase off squat- 
ters and allow the U.S. mili- 
tary to “collect a massive 
amount of background in- 
ternet traffic for threat intel- 
ligence.” 

Some cybersecurity experts 
have speculated that the 
Pentagon may be using the 
newly advertised soace to 
create “honeypots,” ma- 
chines set up with vulner- 
abilities fo draw hackers. Or 
it could be looking to set up 
dedicated infrastructure — 
software and servers — to 
scour traffic for susoect ac- 
tivity. 

“This greatly increases the 
soace they could monitor,” 
said Madory, who pub- 
lished a blog post on the 
matter Saturday. 

What a Pentagon spokes- 
man could not explain Sat- 
urday is why the Defense 
Department chose Global 
Resource Systems LLC, a 
company with no record 
of government contracts, 
to manage the address 
space. 

“AS to why the DoD would 
have done that I'm a little 
mystified, same as you,” 
said Paul Vixie, an internet 
pioneer credited with de- 
signing its naming system 
and the CEO of Farsight Se- 
Curity. 

The company did not return 
phone calls or emails from 
The Associated Press. If has 
no web presence, though 
it has the domain grscorp. 


com. Ifs name doesn't ap- 
pear on the directory of 
its Plantation, Florida, do- 
micile, and a receptionist 
drew a blank when an AP 
reporter asked for a com- 
pany representative at the 
office earlier this month. 
She found its name on a 
tenant list and suggested 
trying email. Records show 
the company has not ob- 
tained a business license in 
Plantation. 

Incorporated in Delaware 
and registered by a Bev- 
erly Hills lawyer, Global Re- 
source Systems LLC now 
manages more _ internet 
space than China Tele- 
com, AT&T or Comcast. 
The only name associated 
with it on the Florida busi- 
ness registry coincides with 
that of a man listed as re- 
cently as 2018 in Nevada 
corporate records as a 
managing member of a 
cybersecurity/internet sur- 
veillance equipment com- 
pany called Packet Fo- 
rensics. The Company had 
nearly $40 million in publicly 
disclosed federal contracts 
over the past decade, with 
the FBI and the Pentagon's 
Defense Advanced Re- 
search Projects Agency 
among Its customers. 

That man, Raymond Sau- 
lino, is also listed as a prin- 
cipal in a company called 
Tidewater Laskin Associ- 
ates, which was incorpo- 
rated in 2018 and obtained 
an FCC license in April 2020. 
It shares the same Virginia 


Beach, Virginia, address — 
a UPS store — in corporate 
records as Packet Foren- 
sics. The two have different 
mailbox numbers. Calls to 
the number listed on the 
Tidewater Laskin FCC filing 
are answered by an auto- 
mated service that offers 
four different options but 
doesn’t connect callers 
with a single one, recycling 
all calls to the initial voice 
recording. 

Saulino did not return 
ohone calls seeking com- 
ment, and a longtime col- 
league at Packet Forensics, 
Rodney Joffe, said he be- 
lieved Saulino was retired. 
Joffe, a cybersecurity lumi- 
nary, declined further com- 
ment. Joffe is chief techni- 
cal officer at Neustar Inc., 
which provides internet in- 
telligence and services for 
major industries, including 


telecommunications and 
defense. 
In 2011, Packet Forensics 


and Saulino, its sookesman, 
were featured in a Wired 
story because the compa- 
ny was selling an appliance 
tO government agencies 
and law enforcement that 
let Them spy on people's 
web browsing using forged 
security certificates. 

The company continues 
to sell “lawful intercept” 
equipment, according to 
its website. One of its Cur- 
rent contracts with the De- 
fense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency Is for “har- 
nessing autonomy for coun- 


tering cyber-adversary sys- 
tems.” A contract descrip- 
tion says it is investigating 
“technologies for conduct- 
ing safe, nondisruptive, and 
effective active defense 
operations in cyberspace.” 
Contract language from 
2019 says the program 
would “investigate the fea- 
sibility of creating safe and 
reliable autonomous sofft- 
ware agencies that can ef- 
fectively counter malicious 
botnet implants and similar 
large-scale malware.” 
Deepening the mystery is 
Global Resource Systems’ 
name. It is identical to that 
of a firm that independent 
internet fraud researcher 
Ron Guilmette says was 
sending out email spam 
using the very same inter- 
net routing identifier. If shut 
down more than a de- 
cade ago. All that differs 
is the type of company. 
This one’s a limited liability 
corporation. The other was 
a corporation. Both used 
the same street address in 
Plantation, a suburb of Fort 
Lauderdale. “It's deeply 
suspicious,” said Guilmette, 
who unsuccessfully sued 
the previous incarnation of 
Global Resource Systems 
in 2006 for unfair business 
practices. Guilmette con- 
siders such masquerading, 
known as slip-streaming, a 
ham-handed tactic in this 
situation. “If they wanted to 
be more serious about hid- 
ing this they could have not 
used Ray Saulino and this 
SUSPICIOUS Name.” 
Guilmette and Madory 
were alerted to the mystery 
when network operators 
began inquiring about it on 
an email list in mid-March. 
But almost everyone _in- 
volved didn’t want to talk 
about if. Mike Leber, who 
owns Hurricane Electric, the 
internet backbone com- 
pany handling the address 
blocks’ traffic, didn’t return 
emails or ohone messages. 
Despite an internet address 
crunch, the Pentagon — 
which created the internet 
— has shown no interest 
in selling any of its address 
soace, and a Defense De- 
partment sookesman, Rus- 
sell Goemaere, told the 
AP on Saturday that none 
of the newly announced 
soace has been sold.) 
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FDA to scrutinize unproven cancer drugs after 10-year gap 


By Matthew Perrone AP 
Health Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Each 
year the U.S. approves doz- 
ens of new uses for cancer 
drugs based on early signs 
that they can shrink or slow 
the soread of tumors. 

But how often do those 
initial results translate into 
longer, healthier lives for 
patients? 

That seemingly — simple 
question is one of the thorn- 
iest debates in medicine. It 
spills into public view Tues- 
day as the Food and Drug 
Administration convenes 
the first meeting in a de- 
cade to consider clawing 
back approvals from sever- 
al cancer drugs that have 
failed to show they extend 
or improve life. 

The agency says it has 
used innovative research 
shortcuts to soeed up the 
availability of medicines for 
desperately ill patients. But 
many researchers say it has 
failed to crack down on 
medications that don't de- 
liver on their early promise, 
leaving a glut of expensive, 
Unproven cancer drugs on 
the market. 

“Doctors are using these 
drugs and patients are re- 
ceiving them with all their 
toxicities and without know- 
ing whether they actually 
doing anything,” said Dr. 
Ezekiel Emanuel, a cancer 
specialist and bioethicist at 
the University of Pennsylva- 
nia. “We should not be ina 
situation where we're end- 
lessly uncertain.” 

The three-day meeting on 
drugs from Merck, Roche 
and Bristol-Myers Squibb is 
part of an industrywide re- 
view triggered by an “un- 
precedented level of drug 
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FILE - This Dec. 10, 2020 file photo shows Food and Drug Administration building in Silver Spring, 
Md. Each year the U.S. approves dozens of new uses for cancer drugs based on early signs that 
they can shrink or slow the spread of tumors. But how often do patients actually live longer, more 
active lives? That seemingly simple question is, in fact, one of the thorniest debates in medicine. 
(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 


develooment” in recent 
years, according to FDA of- 
ficials. The agency has only 
held similar meetings three 
times in its history, the last 
one in 2011. 

The U.S. soends more per 
person on _— prescription 
drugs than any other na- 
tion, and spending on can- 
cer drugs has more than 
doubled since 2013 to over 
$60 billion annually, ac- 
cording to the data firm 
IQVIA. New medications 
typically cost $90,000 to 
$300,000 a year. And those 
orices have risen much 
faster than patient survival. 
The FDA is prohibited from 
considering cost, but it Is 
supposed to keep ineffec- 
tive drugs off the market. 
“This is finally a referendum, 
a small court, where we 
can ask whether we are 
we better off for spend- 
ing all this money,” said 
Dr. Vinay Prasad, a cancer 
specialist at University of 
California, San Francisco 
and longtime critic of FDA's 
approach. “And for many 
of these drugs, the answer 
looks like ‘no.’” 

The FDA will hear presen- 
tations from the drugmak- 
ers and seek advice from 
a panel of cancer experts. 
Agency leaders stated in 
a recent op-ed that the 
discussion is important be- 
cause a failed study “does 


not necessarily mean that 
the drug Is ineffective.” 
FDA makes the final deci- 
sion on whether to pull ap- 
orovals, but there are signs 
the agency may be ready 
for a tougher approach. 
Since late last year, four 
drugmakers have “volun- 
tarily’ pulled approvals 
for several types of lung 
and bladder cancers af- 
ter “consulting” with FDA. 
Each drug had failed to 
extend survival after ini- 
tially winning FDA approval 
based on measures like tu- 
mor shrinkage. 

The removal of four can- 
cer approvals in quick suc- 
cession Is unprecedented. 
Several former FDA direc- 
tors said at a recent con- 
ference that it showed the 
agency's so-called accel- 
erated approval program 
is “healthy.” 

But the sheer rarity of such 
withdrawals undercuts that 
view. In 1992, Congress 
gave the FDA the ability to 
accelerate drug approvals 
based on preliminary study 
data, responding to pro- 
tests from HIV patients and 
activists over the slow pace 
of drug develooment. The 
program was embraced by 
the industry for giving many 
drugs a faster, cheaper 
path to market. 

As originally conceived, 
these quicker approvals 


functioned like a contract: 
If the drugs weren't shown 
to help patients live longer 
or better lives in follow- 
Up studies, the approvals 
would be revoked. 

That's rarely happened. 
Of 155 expedited cancer 
approvals, 10 have been 
withdrawn, almost always 
voluntarily by the manufac- 
turer. The FDA has used its 
authority to revoke an ac- 
celerated cancer approv- 
al only once. That long, 
Ugly experience still looms 
large over the agency’s 
oversight of cancer drugs. 

It took the FDA more than 
a year to finally pull the 
breast cancer approval 
from Roche’s blockbuster 
drug Avastin. The agency 
was besieged by calls from 
cancer patients and liber- 
tarian groups to keep the 
approval, despite clear evi- 
dence that it didn't extend 
life and caused dangerous 
side effects. 

The drugs under review 
this week — Merck’s Key- 
truda, Roche's Tecentriq 
and Bristol Myers Squibb’s 
Opdivo — are part of a 
recent wave of “immuno- 
therapies” that helo the 
body's defense system 
recognize and attack can- 
cer. The blockbuster drugs 
have shown life-extending 
gains against deadly forms 
of skin and lung cancer, 
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among other conditions. 
But they’ve also racked up 
several dozen approvals in 
other indications, includ- 
ing forms of bladder, throat 
and liver cancer that are 
the focus of the meeting. 
Studies by all three compa- 
nies have shown negative 
or inconclusive results. 

Even if all six uses under re- 
view are withdrawn, the 
drugs will stay on the mar- 
ket because they are ap- 
proved for so many other 
indications. And that may 
not change care much for 
patients. Dr. Shiloa Gupta 
of the Cleveland Clinic 
notes FDA approved five 
immunotherapy drugs for 
bladder cancer between 
2016 and 2017 — including 
two under review. 

“Did we really need alll five 
of those drugs?” she asked. 
Accelerated approval is 
technically reserved for 
drugs that fill an “unmet 
need.” But today roughly 
a third of all cancer drugs 
reach the market through 
the pathway, — including 
many drugs approved for 
overlapping uses. 

After years of studies criti- 
cizing the FDA's oversight 
of the program — including 
by government inspectors 
— agency scientists have 
begun pushing back. 

In a 2018 study, FDA staff- 
ers deemed the program 
a success, noting only 5% 
of accelerated cancer 
approvals had ever been 
withdrawn and 55% had 
been “verified” by follow- 


Up studies. 
But when Harvard = re- 
searchers dug into that 


claim, they found that only 
about 20% of cancer drugs 
had actually been shown 
to extend lives. In most cas- 
es, the FDA had allowed 
drugmakers to confirm their 
drugs’ worth by conducting 
a second study of a pre- 
liminary measure, such as 
tumor shrinkage or delayed 
tumor growth. 

IN some cancers, shrinking 
or slowing tumor growth is 
oroven to benefit patients. 
But in many cases that link 
hasn't been established. 
“Having a smaller cancer 
that kills you, rather than a 
bigger cancer, is no Conso- 
lation because you're still 
dead,” said Emanuel.} 
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In this image made from NASA TV, the SpaceX Crew Dragon 
spacecraft is seen from the international space station, Satur- 
day, April 24, 2021. The recycled SpaceX capsule carrying four 
astronauts has arrived at the International Space Station, a day 
after launching from Florida. (NASA via AP) 


By Marcia Dunn AP Aero- 
space Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — The International 
Space Station's population 
swelled to 11 on Saturday 
with the jubilant arrival of 
Spacex's third crew cap- 
sule in less than a year. 

It's the biggest crowd up 
there in more than a de- 
cade. 

All of the astronauts — rep- 
resenting the U.S., Russia, 
Japan and France — man- 
aged to squeeze into cam- 
era view for a congratula- 
tory call from the leaders of 
their soace agencies. 

“In this tough © situation 
around the world, | believe 
you have brought courage 
and hope for all of us,” Jap- 
anese Space Agency Presi- 
dent Hiroshi Yamakawa 
said from his country’s flight 
control center, referring to 
the global pandemic. 
Arecycled SpacexX capsule 
carrying four astronauts ar- 
rived at the space station 
a day after launching from 
NASA's Kennedy Space 
Center. The Dragon cap- 
sule docked autonomously 
with the orbiting outpost 
more than 260 miles (420 ki- 
lometers) above the Indian 
Ocean. The hatches swung 
open a couple hours later, 
uniting all 11 space travel- 
ers. 

“Man, it is awesome to see 
the 11 of you on station,” 
said NASA's acting admin- 
istrator, Steve Jurczyk. He 
noted that this will be the 
norm, now that Spacex Is 
regularly flying crews. 

The newcomers will soend 
six months at the space 
station. They'll replace four 
astronauts who will return 
to Earth in their own Drag- 
on capsule Wednesday 
to end a half-year mission. 
NASA deliberately planned 


for a brief overlap so the 
outgoing SpaceX crew 
could show the new arriv- 
als around. 

Although this was Spacex’s 
third crew flight for NASA, 
it was the first to Use a ve- 
hicle that’s flown before, 
an essential part of a plan 
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Biggest space station 
crowd in decade after 
SpaceX arrival 


by SpaceX founder and 
chief executive Elon Musk 
to push to the moon and 
Mars. The Dragon capsule 
was used for Soacex’s first 
crew launch last May, while 
the Falcon rocket soaring 
Friday hoisted crew two 
in November. It was the 
first time two SpaceX crew 
Dragons were parked there 
at the same time — practi- 
cally side by side. 

NASA astronauts Shane 
Kimbrough and Megan 
McArthur — the commana- 
er and pilot of the returning 
Dragon — monitored their 
capsule's flat screen com- 
outers during the morning 


By Dave Green 


63 | | 41 
5) i634) 8 
| ivi | fet 
4) j2) 9) 5 


8 fy te 
7) |4 6] 8 
ee ee 
3 (587) 6 
2g tt 74 


Difficulty Level * 





How to,seach us! 











©2021 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 


4/26 


' 









rendezvous. L] 





Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 
Week 10/1207 (15k 
Week 11/1419 (13k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k); and, 
Weeks 2-6 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 


=——_Z” SS ~ ——— 


213823 





Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank A.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 


Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 
Assistant Director 
Xiomara Arends 
Editors 
Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 


Richard Brooks 
Linda Reijnders 


Sales 


Linda Reijnders 
(linda. reijnders@cspnv.com) 


Sulaika Croes 


Classifieds 


classified@cspnv.com 


Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 


Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 


Columnists 


Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Thais Franken 


Weststraat 22 
T: S82- 7800 
E: news@arubatoday.com 


WW: www.arubatoday.com 
Ea @arubatoday 
































A13 


MONDAY 26 APRIL 2021 


HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San NicolasTel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

5927 3140 
927 3200 
5927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 


Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Review: An odd surrogate friendship in ‘Together Together’ 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

The new film " Together To- 
gether " has a great prem- 
ise: A single, straight man 
wants to be a father and 
decides to hire a surrogate 
to help. It's fertile territory 
that has been fairly unex- 
plored in popular art and 
brings with it a host of built 
in dramatic and comedic 
opportunities, especially 
with someone like Ed Helms 
leading the cast. 
Writer-director Nicole Beck- 
with ("Stockholm, Pennsyl- 
vania') instead chooses to 
focus on the relationshio 
between Helms  charac- 
ter Matt and his surrogate, 
Anna (Patti Harrison) and it 
becomes just another semi- 
quirky, frustratingly surface 
exploration of two lonely 
headcases finding com- 
fort in one another. In some 
ways, it's a quintessential 
Sundance film. The baby 
and the pregnancy be- 
come just a screenwriter's 
excuse To put these two 
together. It's too bad be- 
cause Helms shows prom- 
ise stretching in a more 
dramatic role and Harri- 
son herself is a captivating 
presence. 

Matt is a 40-something app 
developer living a comfort- 
able life in San Francisco. 
Anna is in her mid-20s and 
working at a coffee shop. 
We're introduced to them 








This image released by Bleecker Street shows Ed Helms, left, and Patti Harrison in a scene from 


"Together Together." 


as Matt is interviewing po- 
tential surrogates and it's 
hardly an instant connec- 
tion. In fact, it's a terribly stilt- 
ed exchange that is made 
only somewhat funny by 
the excruciating awkward- 
ness of it all. It's unclear if 
there were any other can- 
didates to choose from 
but Matt for some reason 
chooses Anna as his gesta- 
tional surrogate and soon 
theyre having another 
stited conversation at the 
doctor's office. She's preg- 
nant. 

It's not the first pregnancy 
for Anna. In the interview 
we find out that she had a 
baby that she gave up for 


adoption as a teenager. 
The experience caused a 
rift with her family and she 
soent the next few years 
drifting and estranged. But 
she has a plan to get back 
on track and wants to use 
the money from the surro- 
gacy to go to geta college 
degree in Vermont. 

From the start, Matt and 
Anna's relationship seems 
misguided and unhealthy. 
Matt starts showing up at 
her work and apartment 
bearing gifts like preg- 
nancy tea and supportive 
clogs. They visit the doc- 
tors together. They go out 
to dinner. They choose col- 
ors for the baby's nursery. 


Associated Press 


They even go to couple's 
therapy together and, sep- 
arately, support groups for 
surrogates and expectant 
parents using surrogates. 
He monitors what she eats 
and how she's progressing 
and makes a big deal out 
of the fact that she's still 
dating in the first trimester. 
It all seems wildly inappro- 
oriate and overbearing, es- 
pecially considering Anna 
doesn't even want to know 
the sex of the baby so she 
doesnt get attached. And 
although she talks about 
boundaries, soon she's stay- 
ing at his house on the reg- 
ular and binging "Friends" 
with him. 


This might all be fine or un- 
derstandable if Matt and 
Anna had some sort of 
chemistry with one anoth- 
er. I'm not even suggesting 
anything romantic. They're 
just two strangers thrust to- 
gether by this surrogacy 
agreement and spending 
time with them is not fun, 
engaging or enlightening 
enough to sustain a movie. 
A strong supporting cast 
including Nora Dunn, Fred 
Melamed, Rosalind Cho, 
Sufe Bradshaw and Tig 
Notaro can't even help all 
that much in their limited 
time on screen. 

Beckwith's script does have 
a few moments of grace 
and humor. Helms gets a 
particularly beautiful mono- 
logue about why he wants 
a child. And there are wry 
observations too about 
how all parenting books for 
single dads are for widows 
and divorcees. But there 
are far more clichés, con- 
trivances and threads left 
unnecessarily dangling. 
Recent films like the fer- 
tility drama "Private Life" 
and the adoption comedy 
"Instant Family" have suc- 
cessfully and entertainingly 
taken audiences on jour- 
neys through different fac- 
ets of modern parenting. 
‘Together Together had a 
chance to do that for sur- 
rogacy and single father- 
hood but comes up short.L) 





Loved ones remember DMX at homegoing celebration 





People gather for a "Celebration of Life Memorial" for rapper 
DMX at Barclays Center, Saturday, April. 24, 2021, in the Brook- 
lyn borough of New York. DMX, whose birth name is Earl Sim- 
mons, died April 9 after suffering a "catastrophic cardiac arrest." 
(AP Photo/Brittainy Newman) 


NEW YORK (AP) — Fam- 
ily members, friends and 


clergy members dressed 
in white and red honored 


the life and faith of hip-hop 
icon DMX at his homegoing 
celebration Sunday in New 
York. Religious leaders and 
musicians prayed, sang 
and delivered moving trib- 
utes as members of DMxX's 
family sat in the first rows of 
the Christian Cultural Cen- 
ter in Brooklyn. The private 
funeral service began 2:30 
o.m. EDT Sunday and was 
broadcast live on BET and 
the network's YouTube 
channel. 

The 50-year-old Grammy- 
nominated rapper and 
actor grew up just north of 
New York City in Yonkers 
and delivered iconic hip- 
hop songs such as “Ruff Ry- 
ders’ Anthem” and “Party 
Up (Up in Here).” His elec- 
trifying music focused on 


themes of religion, violence 
and redemption, and _ in- 
spired scores of fans and 
oerformers worldwide. 
DMX arrived on the rap 
scene around the same 
time as Jay-Z, Ja Rule and 
others who dominated the 
charts and emerged as 
platinum-selling acts. DMX 
fronted the Ruff Ryders col- 
lective, which had success 
on the charts and on radio 
with its “Ryde or Die” com- 
pilation albums. 

Crowds of close family 
and friends also attended 
a two-hour memorial cer- 
emony Saturday at the Bar- 
clays Center in New York, 
which featured a moving 
tribute from DMxX's 15 chil- 
dren. 
Both 


ceremonies were 


closed to the public and 
restricted to close friends 
and family because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
DMX, whose. birth name 
was Earl Simmons, died 
April 9 after suffering what 
officials called a_ cata- 
strophic cardiac arrest. He 
soent several days on life 
support after being rushed 
to a New York hospital from 
his home April 2...) 
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Barty beats Sabalenka 3-6, 6-0, 6-3 


In Stuttgart final 


STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— Top-ranked Ash Barty 
beat Aryna Sabalenka 3-6, 
6-0, 6-3 on Sunday to win 
the Porsche Grand Prix, her 
first title on clay since the 
2019 French Open. 

The Australian player 
clicked into gear for the fi- 
nal's second set, which she 
won in just 20 minutes, with 
Sabalenka taking a medi- 
cal timeout ahead of the 
third. 

Sabalenka emerged with a 
bandage around her right 
thigh and couldn’t pre- 
vent Barty from going on to 
claim her 11th career title. 
It was the third. straight 
come-from-behind win for 
Barty, who celebrated her 
25th birthday by playing 








Burnley's Chris Wood, right, 
and Wolverhampton Wander- 
ers' Willian Jose challenge 
for the ball during the English 
Premier League soccer match 
between Wolves and Burn- 
ley at the Molineux Stadium 
in Wolverhampton, England, 
Sunday, April 25, 2021. (Mi- 
chael Regan/Pool via AP) 


Wood 

hat trick 
as Burn- 
ley routs 
Wolves 4-0 
in Premier 
League 


WOLVERHAMPTON, _ Eng- 
land (AP) — Chris Wood 
scored ai first-half hat trick 
and set up the other goal 
for Burnley to rout Wolver- 
hampton 4-0 in the Premier 
League on Sunday. 

The New Zealand interna- 
tional opened the scor- 
ing at Molineux in the 15th 
minute with a low shot in- 
side the far post from a dif- 
ficult angle, six minutes be- 
fore he made It 2-0 with a 
close-range finish.) 


three sets against Elina Svi- 
tolina in Saturday’s semifi- 
nals. Barty also won in three 
sets against Karolina Plis- 
kova in the quarterfinals. 

Barty and Jennifer Brady 
faced Desirae Krawczyk 
and Bethanie Mattek- 
Sands in the doubles final 
later Sunday as Barty bids 
to become the first player 
to win both the singles and 
doubles at Stuttgart since 
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Lindsay Davenport 20 years 
ago. 

Barty saved eight of the 
10 break points she faced 
against Sabalenka, con- 
verting five of the 12 oppor- 
tunities she created to win 
in 1 hour, 47 minutes. 

The 22-year-old Sabalenka, 
who defeated Simona Ha- 
lep to reach the final, had 
been going for her first ca- 
reer title 





Ashleigh Barty of Australia plays against Aryna Sabalenka of 
Belarusia during their WTA Tour Women Final match in Stuttgart, 
Germany, Sunday April 25, 2021. (Marijan Murat/Pool via AP) 
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Magic coach Steve Clifford tests positive, will miss games 


By Tim Reynolds AP Basket- 
ball Writer 

( AP ) - Orlando Magic 
coach Steve Clifford has 
tested positive for the coro- 
navirus and will miss mul- 
tiole games while going 
through the NBA’s health 
and safety protocols. 
Assistant coach Tyrone 
Corbin will coach in Clif- 
ford’s absence, © start- 
ing with Sunday's game 
against Indiana. Clifford 
already expected to miss 
Sunday because of two 
positive tests in a three-day 
soan, and subsequent Test- 
ing confirmed that he has 
the virus. 

There is no timetable for his 
return. Typically, those in 
the league who have test- 
ed positive have missed at 
least 10 days before being 
cleared to resume work. 
That would mean Clifford 
could miss much of the re- 
mainder of the season. 
Even if Clifford misses just a 
week, he would still be out 
for five games. The Magic 
host the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers on Monday, then are at 
Cleveland on Wednesday 
and Memphis on. Friday 
before returning home to 
meet the Grizzlies again on 
Saturday. 

“I'm in a place here where 
I'm healthy enough so 
hopefully | can helo some- 
what," Clifford said. “But 
also I’m fortunate — | have 
a veteran staff." 

Other NBA coaches have 
missed some time this sea- 
son for virus-related rea- 
sons. Toronto's Nick Nurse 
had to miss three games 





Orlando Magic head coach Steve Clifford calls a play during the second half of an NBA bas- 
ketball game against the Toronto Raptors Friday, April 16, 2021, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris 


O'Meara) 


because he and several of 
his assistant coaches were 
dealing with the protocols, 
and Dallas' Rick Carlisle 
missed one game earlier 
this month following a false 
positive test. 

Clifford originally tested 
positive Thursday night. He 
returned two negative tests 
Friday, giving hope that the 
first positive was a false re- 
sult, Then learned Saturday 


afternoon that a test he 
took that morning came 
back positive. He was test- 
ed again after that posi- 
tive, and the decision was 
revealed Sunday that he 
must enter the protocols. 

Clifford has received both 
doses of the Moderna vac- 
cine, getting the second 
one on Thursday. He Is not 
yet considered “fully vac- 
cinated” by Centers for Dis- 
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ease Control and Preven- 
tion protocols, since two 
weeks have not passed 
since his final dose. He said 
he has experienced no side 
effects from the vaccine. 

“| feel fine,” Clifford said. “l 
have no temperature. | feel 
100%.” 

He has dealt with some 
health issues in the past, in- 
cluding missing 21 games 
during the 2017-18 season 
when he coached in Char- 
lotte after problems caused 
by sleep deprivation pre- 
sented themselves, and he 
leff a game at Minnesota 
in March 2020 after experi- 
encing dizziness caused by 
dehydration. 

Corbin filled in for Clifford in 
that game against the Tim- 
berwolves. 


Corbin also spent parts 
of four seasons coaching 
Utah and part of the 2014- 
15 season coaching Sacra- 
mento. 

“| feel comfortable that I’m 
not really in danger,” Clif- 
ford said. “That with the 
fact that my temperature, 
my oxidation numbers, how 
| feel, | have no side effects 
right now, I'm very comfort- 
able with that.” 

Clifford’s situation Is just the 
latest in a series of chal- 
lenges for the Magic. this 
season, following a trade- 
deadline franchise restart 
with the trades of Nikola 
Vucevic, Aaron Gordon 
and Evan Fournier, along 
with Markelle Fultz being 
lost early in the season to a 
knee injury and Jonathan 
Isaac missing the entire 
year with a knee injury he 
suffered in the NBA's restart 
bubble last August. 
Orlando was the NBA’s last 
team to remain unbeaten 
at the beginning of the 
season, getting off to a 
4-0 start. The Magic were 
6-2 after an early Janu- 
ary sweep of a two-game 
set against Cleveland — 
then lost 15 of their next 18 
games, and It’s only gotten 
worse from there. 

Their longest winning streak 
in the last two months has 
been two games. They've 
lost 10 of their last 11 and 
entered Sunday with the 
fourth-worst record in the 
NBA at 18-41, just a game 
ahead of Detroit for the 
worst mark in the Eastern 
Conference. 

“It’s been a tough year,” 
Clifford said. “But you have 
to evaluate things, you 
have to self-reflect, and 
this is not easy for guys el- 
ther. The easy thing to do 
for me as a head coach 
is say, ‘Oh, woe Is me.’ But 
Our guys are trying hard. ... | 
want them to get the most 
out of this last 13 games as 
they can.” 


